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¥or the Grund Haven Nows,
0 Buo. Banss:—1 am right gind to wel-
COING f PAper, ONEe Wore, published un-
dar your supervision, at Grand Haven,
the birth place of the Grand Haven Times
(not Eastmauville) T am a friend of
“ News" papers, of almest every kind,
soldom secing one that dots nol pay o
perusal, although perhaps enreless and in-
aftentive. Do not fufer from this that 1
respect all in the same degree.  Noj like
most people, 1 have my “likes and dis-
likes,” comparntively spenking, oven in
Iﬂ.'!rs[mlwm.

Among the many good things, adver
tisemaonts, correspondence, ~litorial, ete.,
in your first number, T was much pleased
rending the communiention from a  Look-
or-on in Donmark,”  IL s said “all peo-

e do not think alike,” which is true.—
{ thnt were go, overy render of that col
umn and s half would say the “Looker-
on had mude a hit,  Perhaps they all say
noj I thouglt it was a hit—*"twns eapi-
tal” 1 wns glad to find onn, st lenst,
that had pernsed our county papors. The
rare indueements, uncommon advantages,
and brilliant prospoets of future success,
for an ambitious Journalist, presented two
yours sines, by Ottawa county, for n Re-
publican press, have beon embenced, and
run clean into the ground, Ly that greal
curiosity, the Ottawea Clavion. T have
not scen its like defore—1 may not seo
its like again.

The dens of infamy, sinks of eorrup-
tion, prevalence of immorality, vice, ﬂ_h'l
intomperatice, with their accompanying
evily, at proper times, am good subjects
for Journnlists; Lut to play the tell-tale,
and oven guess. ot that—supposing s
par's dog stefe o picee of boef, at !_Iu:
markel, beeauso le was soen trotling
down steot with it in his mouth, and
other fike nonseuse, will kill any journal,
Wiat care we which cat was successful in
itie row at Grand Havon, on the night of
the 10th, or whether that dose of strych-
nine killed Tomls' puppy.  Suppose # Don
did tarn up," or turn down, or did * wig-
wig," or enlled at “our" sanclum sanc-
torum, or dida't, it is of little consequence
to us; and it is oqually unimportant
whetlior Smith brought “us" a large
ealibage, or smull oney or whether * we'
oat meat or vegotables. 1 think the peo-
of Ottawa county have been “ well phys-
icked,” in this way, for the last two years,
nnd ouglity by this time, to be prepased
for to H 3 hinve, or one
judging from t. Lot us have a pa-
per at Grand Haven that eoch sheceeding
number will give inerensed intorest to its
roglors, 1 can do no better than give
vou Woorsey's advice to Cromwsis:
“ Be just and fear noty let all the ends
thou aim'st at bo thy country’s, thy God's
and Crath's; thon, if thou fll'st, thou
fnll'st a blossod martyr,”

Enclosed find subseription for one year.
SunscuimeR.

_—
For tho Grand Haven News,

s To “Lookrn-or ™ Dexliux:"—]u

the Inst issue of the Clarion 1 read n
notice penned with an evident chiekling,
thus: “An atfempt o resuscitate the
Lycoum proved & failure”  The fecling
stands out, prominent Lo overy thinking,
candid mind, It is remarked, both at
home amd sbeoad.  This is from the
fruitful brain (or ostensibly #0) of & pub-
Jie " Journalist.”

And yot more work, 1 road again:

“ Bue Soctery.—Rev. Mr, Gandnor
of Ypasilanti, agent for Michigan of the
Amorican Bible Socioty, visited Grand
Haven Inst week on the business of the
Society. Ho attended the OUlristmas
Eve. party on Friday ovening, but was
unable to remnin over the Sabbatl.”

In true unvarnishied English it is this,
to any scrutinizing mind: found
Limo Lo attend n “ Christmas party,” but
conld not spare time to attend to the du-
ties of his ealling in this place,

Now the facts are, hoattonded a prayor
moeting on that evening, nl the Preg -
torian Church, and presented the objeet
of his mission in & manvor that manifest-
o to all presont that bishoart was engnged
in the work and sealed it with an adidress
to tho throne of Grace—the burden of
whileh was st the Bible Bocloty might
yet be filly sustained, oven in theso days
of pocuniney stringency, and that the
church nad congregaiion might bo pro.
red to meet Who mubjuot with n liberal

and.  This privilege they ae 1o have on
ihe first Sabbath in Javunry, |

I look upon this ns givk Buwar-
mniable plirese to the matter—ns y
eithor from misconstruction,
ion, or 8 lu-ghct to examine into
or “otherwise,” . What thinks “Locker,
onl"

Not designing to keep up a correspond-
enoe, nnd having no literary shgnature to
apperd, or talent to continue, [ eross my-
slf out. b

Cirnnd [laven, January 1, 1850,

Hao

The Grand ¥

Faben Bews,

Grand Haven; « « Michigan.

WEDNESDAY l\_’l‘ﬁﬂiu. JAN. 5, 18060,
R - —
To the Readors of the * Nows*'==Our

New=Yonrs Addresa,

“ God beips bim that helps himsolf.™
Poon Reenmamn,

Dear Reavers: We arose from our
couch on the bright, beautiful mom that
ushered in the vew-born year, 1859, with
a desiro, hoart-fult and sineere, to wish
our patrons all a “Happy Now-¥ear,”
and at the samo time Iny before them a
fow hints that mny perbaps assist them
to be happy and prospercus during the
ontire year,

The past two years liave boen periods
to which the appellation of “hard times”
luns Bieen indeed truthfy] and appropriate,
bt wo trist the worst is now over, and
we feel as though we could breathe more
froely; but still we caunot expect to pros-
per and hiave n competency without a good
degree of prudence and economy, for wo
remomber that now, even in our midst are
individonls and familics to whomthere
comes no bappy New-Year, who are in-
deed seantily provided for the cold, froaty
months yel to coms before sunny spring
with Ler palmy dny's and gentle, invigor-
ating Lreczes visits us—those 100 who
haye struggled long and manfully with
adversity, with suffering and want, which
no effort or power of their own could avert,
To such we say, strugglo on.  Despair
nol, The workl may look coldly, indif-
forently upon you—head it not; eare not
fon its sympathy. Look npon that lovely
Didng who is the partner of your toil and
sorrow, those bright-eyed, ruddy-checked
litle ones, whose innocent gloo and pas-
times afford such music to your soul—
aud let it nerve that big henrt and brawny
arm of youm to greater exertion and more
persevering offort for their comfort and
welfare, “Guod helps Lim that helps
himsolf, snys poor Rickingd,

This septiment tanght us by our good

w in Heaven, we liﬂlm&-jhﬂs
vissitudes of life; oven in early childhood'
when combating with ihe little troubles
incident to that age, and we began to lose
our tempor and give way to discournge-
monts, we were kindly urged to renewed
effort with the sentiment falling on our
ear “ God Lelps him that helps himaself;”
and in moturer years no difficully so great,
no obstacle so formidable, but that thie
truth that * God helps him that Lelps
himself™ lina nerved our sarm more sirong-
Iy for the corabmt, and we have oft piteh-
od nt the obstacle with up-rolled sleeves
and with arm aud foot brought to benr
vigorously thereon, have cleared our path
and gone our way rejoicing.  Porlinps
among the readers of this issne of the
Nzws aro school-boys, to whom we pre-
sent our “ Happy New-Year" Aye, wo
were s scliool-boy once, and have by no
means forgotten those happy days so free
fromt corroding eare and grief--life's hiap-
piest friend.  You ocensionally meot with
a difficult (ask—perhaps an example in
arithmetic or algebra—n difficult sontanco
o aunlyzo and parse—n composition to
write, and the diffulty scoms so great
that you are just ready to give up the
duty and abandon any further effort; Lut
Lefore you do so call to mind our motto,
“God helps him that belps himsolf,” and
mnke one more long, persovering eflort,
and we doubt not you will succoed, and
then be actuated by the same motive
powar whenever your courage fhils and
your strength seems nearly exhaustod,
while l'lllll‘!ﬂtihg with the advorss winds
and tides that assail your baek on its way
ndown the stream of tina,

Among our friends too, are young men,
A “Happy-New-Yonr" to you all with an
old friend’s advico. Bome of you com-
plain that times ave haed with you—pock-
ol empty—wages low and employment
uncertain. Now, what Lave you done
with your camings during tho past year!
Havo you boon in the babit of visiting e
saloon for the purpose of oblaining * re-
frslmonts " Do yay play at cards and
stake your hand camings on the u
issuo of the game?! Do yon smoko
gnrs and then complain of an empty pock-

ot after all theso indulgencies? 1 so,

sunp the cond that binds you to those
demoralizing babits. It ean bedone. It
may cost an offort, a struggle. But you
can do it. Make s vigorous effort now,
aud lot it be baoked with & firm rosolu-
tion and it is dene— Giod belps him that
holps himself.” These practices if persist-
od in, will soon beeome second nnture.—
Strong drink and eards have often paved
the way to ruin and an ignoble grave.—
Now, porhaps, is the * tuming point™ in

his own fortune,” and you can be juet
what you wish to be—n poor, miserable,
bloated inelirinte, the pest of socicty, send-
ing many a bitter pang of grief and sor-
row to the lieart of friends and parents,
and finally ere your allotted time of life
lias hinlf expirted lie down ignominiously
ingdelon's grave, or you may by your
own exertions ascend the Indder of fame
and honor, step Liy step, and reach an em-
inence that will command the respect and
good will of all around you, and thus be-
como an influential and useful eitizen, and
such su one as the good and virtuous will
delight to honor, a rebuker of vico and
promoter of virtue.

And again, if you abandon the oup,
your cards and cigars, you will find the
“ gripen] timne has come,” and to your ros-
pectability you will sdd a well-filled purse,
the confidence of your employcrs and pat-
rons, and plenty of business, for “ God
helps him that helps himself” Lot your
leisure hours and your surplus funds be
devotsl to the improvement of the noble
powers of the mind which God has given
you, and as sure as virtue ennobles, you
will not only enjoy the presens, but many

happy New-Years yet in the fudure,
—_
Shall the Death Penalty be Restored?

We answer unhositatiogly aud emphati-
cally ~o,
putting a rope around the neck of a fel-
low morlal, however greatibis erime may

:1;__:"ﬁ\

bo shed" aud upon which tho Jaw is al-
Nonh, The same principle was contained

for an eye, and a tooth foratooth,” but this
our Savior taught in his sermon above re-
ferred to was not the principle of lis
Kingdom, and the old Levitical jurispru-
dence ceasing to exist at the ushering in
of the new Dispensntion, that requirements
of the blood of the murderer censod to bo
of virtue and effect, and in vo wise oblig-
atory. Agnin, thereis & two-fold object in
the propoer punishment of persons. guilty
of capital offonces 8o termed, (aud we
would by no means scroen the guitly
from sufforing a pennlty commensurate
with the crime) Lo wil: First, to deter
others from the commission of a similar
offence; and sacondly, to rid society of the
malefsctor.  And why does not incar-
ceration for life in solitary confinemont,
ceffect Lthis two-fuld object ns well as tak-
ing the life—which is Gods peculiar pro-
vidence to give and we beliove to take
awny. It is difficult for even the wisest
student in mental philosophy to deeido
which is the dearer to mankind in gener-
al, life or liberty; particularly when that
existence is miaombl{ dmgged oul with
no ohjoect to groet the vision but the
granite walls of a solitary dungeon,
Agnin, most erimos of this nature are
committed under ciroumstanocos that show
no reflection on the part of the eriminal
a8 to wfler consoquonces or  penallios,
and the fear of the gallows or the dun-
geon wonld equally avail nothing, and
wo Are od Lo show, that in those
Btates whore the desth penalty is in se-
tive operntion, orimo prevails to ns great
nn extont if mot lo a greater, thau in
thoso States whero that peaalty is abol-

substitated,  'Weo hope, if  bill is brought
before our State Legislalure, at its pro-
L sogsion, as coutemplated, for the res-

your life, % Every man is tho architect of

We look upon the practice of

be, and thereby hanging Lim in the pre-
sence of a few spectotors ealled in to wit-
vesg his dying agouy until heds “dead,
dend,™ degrading to the very aamg of lu-
chrisUniilty ™ he taugnt oy our- Saéidr of
his memorable sermon on tho Mount,
ol one of the bnsest relies of the dark

The only seripture we ever Licard ad-
vanced in its favor is this: * Whoso shed-
detl mau's blood by man shall his blood

loged 1o be basod, addressed by God to

in the Levitieal lnw, which says “an evo

Ought the Rate-Bill Bystem to be
o Abolished ¥

We noticed in the Grand Rapids Dai-
iy Bogle, of a recent date, that the Ed-
ueationnl Associntion of Kent county,
composed of the first oducational talont
of the city and county, at their first meot-
ing, prased the following resolution :

“ Resolved, That the Rato-Bill system
ought to be abolished, or, in other words,
our public schiool ought to be free.”

This sentiment finds with us a hearty
presponse. W can give forty reasons why
that odious system should be abolished—
and thatis one more than the maiden
Indy of forty-five could give why she did
not marry, neither of which was that she
considered herself too young.

But our limited spaca will only per-
mit us to give twoor three of the most
cogent ones: In the first place, it is n
mast formidable barrier to universal ed-
uention; nod so long as the Rale-Bill
systom prevails, you will find the greal
mass, in every community, but very in-
difforently eduested. Look at the dele-
terious influence in our own village, and
n similar result is found wherever the
Rate-Bill systom provails. According to
tho census of children between the nges
of four and eighteen, residents in our
own school district, al the close of the
Inst school year, there were some four
hundred who ought to be constant iu-
mates of the school-room. But instead
of being found there, busily engaged in
treasuring up, day by duy, lessons of wis-
dom and virtue, and thus Inying for them-
selves a good foundation for future useful-
noss and greatness, where do we find
noarly or quite one-balf of that number!
Step into that saloon a moment, where
you may st all hours of the day, and
night too, find half & seore of thase who
have nssumed the epithet of men busily
engaged—some, in drining Lo tho very
dregs the cup that is stealing rapidly away

the moble impress of manbood; others,
indulging freely in coarse jest and low ri-

cursa on their bad luck eseapes the pollu-
tod lips of of the unsubcessful party; and
who do wo find there, spectators of the
debnsing scene? A balf dozen lads, from
the ages of seven to twelve years, eagorly
imbibing the spirit of the demoralizing
lessons there taught, whoso sparkling eyes,
broad and well developed forchends and
vivacily of expression, show them capa-
ble, with suitable training, of enjoying a
far more nobile, exalted nml useful sphere
in society, than the examples there shown
are caloulnted to elovate them.  Othars,
the companions of these youths, are tak-
ing similar lessons at the billisrd-table—
st tho cornors of the strocts, whero the
idlo and vicious often congrogate o ex-
change their conrse, vulgar greetings, and
make ridiculo of evory honest, upright
citizon that passes by, And if every man
is the architect of Lis own fortune, what
will bo the charneter of the fortune reared
apon & foundation Iaid under such influ-
cncos and assoointions | As next you meot
the parents of these neglected, misguided
youths, tell them of the debasing, dead-
ly iufluence that is poisoning their minds
and moulding their charactor for every
species of guile, decoit and wickedness in
the future, and inquire why they do not
sotud them to school, whero thoy may leam
to bo men, and what is tho reply ! ¢ Bir,

I can't afford it. I am the father of a
numercus family, All my oxertions are
required to prooure them comfortable food

and elothing. I would most gladly sond

them to school and thus got them out of
the way of temptation and evil, nnd have

them taught the useful and the good, hut

1 can not pay the school bill, that is pro-

sontod at the close of ench quarier, with-

oul overiaxing my enorgies, or depriving

the loved ones at home of that which is

absolutely nocessary for their health and

comfort; and, if I do not pay the Rate

scizes my only cow, pig, or even some neo-
essary articlo of household furniturm—

toration of the death penalty, it will be | OVen How (oo scanty for comfort—nand
promplly Sabled or Aung on o gallows. | sells them for porhaps one-fourth their re-

T —

their better senses, and robbing thom of

baldry, spending the energies of tho fm-
mortal mind in striving to haudle skillful-
and, ever and anon, as * High low Jack
and the game” is announced, same bitter

al vulue, to pay for my clillrens school-
i This I cannot endure,  And agnin,
I amh too spirited to avail myself of the
examption provision of the law, and 4o
keep my children away from the advan-
tnges otherwise placed within their reach.”
This man’s exporience is the axporience
of myrinds in our land; and what, pray,
is the remedy 1 Abolish the odious Rale-
Bill; wmake the school entively jree to
every child who may be 2o sitwated as lo
enjoy il bengfits, and every parent will
be enconraged to patroniee the sehool, and
see that every inmate of his family, of
suitable age, are regulnr and constant in
their attendance upon the means of in-
struction, Do we doubt this to be a rom-
edy? Look at the States and cities that
hinve adopted the free sehool system, and
why is it that you there find general in-
telligence among all elnsses of socioty,
prevailing to such a marked degroe of ox-
cellence, and so far superior lo that found
where a different educational system pre-
vailed? Tho answer is summed up brief-
ly. The Rale-Bill system is abolished;
the doors of the halls of learning, of ov-
ery grade, are thrown open to all * with-
out prico;” honee, & moro extended preva-
lonce of general information,

Agnin, abolish the Rate-Bill system,
and our schools will, in general, be far
more officient.  Most of the schools, par-
tienlarly in the rural distriets of Westorn
Michigan, under our present educational
systom, are necessarily vacant during the
greater portion of the year, from the fact
that many of the soltlers are but just
commoneing life in the woods, and can ill
afford o build school-houses, and employ
tonchors who are really officient, oven for
three months of the year—wherens, if this
relic of that old feudallike system wore
nbolished, and the broad acres of the rich
speculntor on every side of them—becom-
ing every day more valuable from the hardy
toil of the scttler—should econtribute

out of the twelve of the year, and thus
diffuse through community all the ndvan.

- y e gencral TEhINBOTS S0

socioty everywhers prevailing.
In our next, we shall proceed o show

economical one, and therefore, the Rate-
Bill system ought to be abolished.

In conelusion, we are heartily glnd that
the suljject is receiving morited attontion,
tot only from the Educational Associa-
tion of Kent county, but from other sim-
ilar nssocintions in other parta of (ke
State, and also from tho State Tenchors
Association.  We hope tha ball set in
motion will continve to roll until our
Btato Legislature shiall pass the enactment
that shall makeevery school in the Stato
an institution of learning free to all,

Oun Conrrssroxnrsts.—In this issue
of (he News will be found a large space
devotad to our correspondents, and yot
leaving quite & number of communica-
tions, unpublished. One of thoso pub-
lished is from the highly popular teacher
of our village school, Mr. Baxrizrn.—
Letit be read earcfully and sttentively.
Womay havesomething to Iny before our
readers on the same subject ero long.
Another contribution, signed “ Sun-
sormEn," is inserted, not that we desire
by any means to make the language our
own, reflecting as it does somewbat on
our cotemporary, with whom we are on
the most friendly terms, but coming from
the high source it does, and with this ex-
planation, we publish it,

——
£# Our State Lagisinture rssombles
at the the Capitol to-dsy. Wa hope to
Iny before our renders, in our next issuo,
the message of the rotiring and the Inau-

a synopsis thereof if found too lengtly
for insertion entire.

Towssnir Tugasvnen's Reenires.—
We havo just printed any shall keop con-

ished and solitary imprisonment for lifo | to me assessed, in comes the Assessor nud stantly on hand Towuship Treasurors’ |

Tax Roceipts, printed ou good paper and
in the best style.

2 Tho Board of Supervisors of this
county are now in session.

something townrd the employmeut of a
good, efficient teacher, for nine months
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